
50¢ Face Project 
For this project, you are going to put your face on a coin.  The object is to make it look as real as possible.  
Though you will probably be able to tell your project was computer generated, really experienced Photoshop 
artists are good at blurring the lines between make believe and reality.  Our goal is to get you to become as 
close to an expert as possible. 
  
When creating artwork on the computer, one needs to consider the destination of the artwork, that is, where 
is the artwork going to wind up.  For this particular project, the final destination will be to post the work on 
the Internet.  Thus, we won’t be concerned with a high resolution as if we would for getting a printout.  
When creating artwork for the Internet, you want your artwork to be the size you would like it displayed with 
a resolution of 72 pixels/inch because computer monitors display images at 72ppi.   Since we post images on 
our school website art page that are 5” X 5”, that is the size we will want to create our images.  (I can only 
post images of students whose parents gave me permission to do so.) 
 
Open up a new document in Photoshop 
(File > New).  Select the settings that are 
listed to the right.   360 pixels at 72 pixels 
per inch will give you a 5” X 5” document 
(72 pixels per inch times 5” equals 360 
pixels).   We are specifying pixels this time, 
because we need to make very precise 
Elliptical Marquee selections, and this is 
easier to do with pixels than inches.  It is 
also good for you to see how pixels work, 
as many Photoshop artists and books use 
this unit of measurement over inches. 
 

Show the rulers (View > Rulers).  If the unit of measurement isn’t 
displayed in inches, have your teacher show you how to set them to 
inches.  Drag a guideline to 2 1/2” both vertically and horizontally.  
Your document should look like the illustration here to the left.  
Next you are going to draw a flat coin with a rim around it.  For now 
there will be no face or writing, those details will come later.  To do 
this we will need precise size circles.  Select the Elliptical Marquee 
tool and make sure the tool settings are set like this.  Remember the 

document was 360 pixels square, this size circle is just 5 pixels 
smaller than that.  Place the marquee crosshairs on the intersecting 
guidelines.  Press option, and click the mouse (option draws the 
marquee from the center outward).  
Next we’re going to fill the circle 

with 25% gray.  Select the color palette, and drag the slider to 25%, or type it 
into the field.  Press option – delete to fill the selection with the gray. 
Deselect the circle. 
 
 
 
 



Duplicate Layer 1 by dragging it and dropping it on 
top of the New Layer icon in the Layer’s Palette.  
You should now have two layers – rename the top 
layer to “rim” and the bottom layer to “surface”.   
Make sure the “rim” layer is selected.  Reset the 
dimensions in the Elliptical Marquee tool so the 
Width and Height are set to 340, all other settings 
should be as the last selection listed above (on the 
previous page).  Make another selection in the center of your document just as you did the last time – then 
press delete.  This should leave you with a narrow ring on the “rim” layer, and a solid circle on the “surface” 
layer, though it won’t be obvious until you hide the “surface” layer.  Do that now to make sure your 
document and layers look like those shown here.  
 
 

 
To make your rim look 3-dimensional you’re 
going to add light and shadow effects via 
“Bevel and Emboss” in the styles menu. 
With the “rim” layer selected click the “add a 
layer style” button (the fancy F in a black 
circle at the bottom of the layers palette), 
scroll up to “Bevel and Emboss” and select it.  
Select the settings shown here to the left.  
Keep the “surface” layer hidden.  We’re going 
to add the word “LIBERTY” to the top of the 
coin, the year you  graduate to the bottom  of 
the coin, and DHS to the one side of where the 
face will be.  If the “surface” layer is showing, 
you won’t be able to see the text until you add 
“Bevel and Emboss”, as the text will be the 
same color as the coin (“surface” layer). 

 
ADDING THE TEXT:  This part can be 
hard to follow so pay real close 
attention.  Select the Ellipse tool (not 
the Elliptical Marquee tool), and MAKE 
SURE the following settings are 
selected.  You are going to type along a 
path so you want the path option 
selected, not selecting this will 
complicate things and you will have to do this part over.  You get the drop-down menu by selecting 
the down arrow in the blue shaded box.  
 
Once you have the correct settings click the Ellipse tool crosshairs in the center of the guidelines like 
you made the two previous selections.  You don’t have to press option, because you selected the 

“From Center” check box in the drop down menu.  You should now have a circular path, smaller than the 
other two previous circles.  You are going to type along this path. 
 
 
 



Select Window > Character and make sure the settings shown here are 
selected.  Select the type tool – make sure “caps lock” is on.  Move the 
cursor to the very top center of the circular path.  When the cursor 
changes to a cursor with a diagonal, wavy line going through it, click the 
mouse (make sure the center of the cursor is lined up exactly on the 
vertical guide line before you click).  Type the word “LIBERTY”.  Click 
the black “Commit” check icon (top right of tool options) to commit what 
you typed.  It’s very hard to see what you typed so let’s add some bevel 
and emboss again, but this time choose “Outer Bevel”.  Keep the size to 
1pixel. 
 
Now to add the year you graduate.  This gets really tricky, and you’ll soon see why.  
If the Paths palette isn’t already showing, choose Window > Paths.  Select the “Work 
Path” path.  Select the type tool and this time place the cursor at the bottom of the 
circle and repeat the same process you used to type “LIBERTY”.  Notice how your 
type is upside down.  We need to change this.  Select the “Path Selection Tool” (black arrow in 
the tools palette).  Place it on the vertical guideline on the graduation year you just typed.  Notice 
the cursor changed to one with two outward facing black arrows.  Drag upward on the text so that 
the text is now right side up and inside the circular path.  Apply the same “Bevel and Emboss” settings you 
did for the “LIBERTY” text.  Reveal the “surface” layer and your project should look like this.  Notice how 

“LIBERTY” is on the outside of the circle and the year is on the inside of the 
circle.  We want both to be outside the circle.  To do this we need to select 
the year by double-clicking it with the text tool.  It should now be hi-lited.  In 
the “Character” palette, hi-lite the 0 in the 
“baseline-shift” field.  Press the down arrow 
key on the keyboard until the year is below and 
outside the circular path.  I adjusted the 
baseline-shift to  -21.  In the Paths palette select 
beneath both paths to hide the path outline.  
Choose View > Show > Guides to hide the 
guides you created. 

 
Are you feeling presidential?  Well get ready ‘cause you’re going to add your 
face to the coin.  Have a partner take a picture of you from the side.  Once 
you’ve got your beautiful mug downloaded to your computer open it in 
Photoshop and crop it to a 5” by 5” picture with a resolution of 72 pixels/inch.  
Hug the crop tool fairly close to your head, but leave some of the neck.  Select 
your head and neck with whatever selection method you like best (just make 
sure to be picky when making selections so as to get the best selection as 
possible – this is ALWAYS important).  I like getting a rough selection with 
the magnetic lasso, and making fine adjustments in “Quick-mask” mode.  Once 
you’ve got a good selection, drag your face into the “Coin” document.  You 
may need to scale it so it fits well between the upper and lower text.  You 
won’t need to de-saturate since your document is in grayscale.  Rename this 
layer “head”, then duplicate the layer (you want to duplicate this layer in case 
you mess it up, you have a backup).  Your document and layers palette should 
now look these to the right. 
 
 
 



With the “head copy” layer selected choose Filter > Stylize > 
Emboss.  These settings looked good for my pic, yours might 
require slightly different settings.  I also had to adjust the 
brightness and contrast to make the head more closely match the 
coin.  
 
 

 
Now for some finishing touches.  Reset the character palette, 
since you gave it some funky settings.  To do this, select the 
little black arrow in the top RH corner of the character palette, 
then scroll to “Reset Character”.  Set the font size to 16.  Make 
sure cap lock is on and type in “DHS” to the right or left side of 
the head, whichever looks better.  Move it into place and size it 
to your liking.  Select the “commit” check.  Add bevel and 
emboss to the “DHS” text.  Now that isn’t a bad looking coin, 
but it is a little dull. Let’s polish it up a little and make it look a 
little bit more realistic. 
 
 
To do this, we have to get all the layers on a single layer.  Select 
your top layer, which should be the “DHS” text layer.  Choose 
Select > All.  This will give you flashing dotted line (also 
known as the “marching ants”) around the perimeter of your document.  Choose Edit > Copy Merged, then 
choose Edit > Paste.  This will create a new layer at the top of the layers palette that combined all of the 

visible layers into one layer.  Choose 
Select > Deselect.  Rename this layer 
“coin front”, as you will create a backside 
to the coin at a later date, and turn it into a 
spinning coin animation.  You will now 
apply a layer style to this layer to make it 
look a little more reflective. With the 
“coin front” layer selected click the “add a 
layer style” button (the fancy F in a black 
circle at the bottom of the layers palette), 
scroll up to “Gradient Overlay” and select 
it.  Select the settings shown here to the 
left.  Select the gradient named 
“Spectrum”.  Even though this gradient is 
very colorful, it will appear in grayscale 
since this is a grayscale (and not an RGB) 
document. 

 
 
 
 
Check to see if your project and layers palette resemble those on the following page.  If so, congratulations – 
you are done with this project.  If not, you must have made an error, and need to go back and correct it. 
 
 



 
 


